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Millions of years ago when dinosaurs roamed North America, another ecosystem full of 
monstrous animals were fighting for existence in a vast interior seaway which spanned the 
latitude of the continent, dividing North America down its center.  The Western Interior 
Seaway covered most of the Midwest between the Arctic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico and 
was home to some of history’s most fearsome, real sea monsters.  

For more than a quarter century Embedded Exhibitions parent company, Triebold 
Paleontology, Inc., has been hunting these incredible sea monsters preserved as fossils in 
the Niobrara Chalk.  TPI’s expertise in fossil collection, restoration, and replication are 
unsurpassed in the industry.  Access to private ranches and partnerships with the world’s 
finest natural history museums allows TPI to assemble and present the best, most complete 
specimens.  We are at the forefront of new discoveries and apply the latest technologies 
including laser scanning and 3D printing to produce cutting-edge high fidelity reproductions 
that grace the exhibit halls of museums around the world.  

Savage Ancient Seas is a highly informative and entertaining exhibition which has proven 
successful for every venue to host it across a variety of market sizes.  The modular nature of 
our exhibition allows scaling to fit venues in a variety of configurations between 3,000 and 
12,000 square feet.  With a selection of specimens and modules to build from, our 
experienced museum professionals can work with you to compose an exhibition that will 
work in your space to dazzle your guests:

 • 35 skeletons and life restorations ranging in size from 1 to 45 feet in length
 • 10 cabinet displays
 •  7 hands-on specimen stations
 •  hands-on marine prehistoric dig site
 •  7 didactic kiosks
 •  46” interactive multimedia touchscreen

Rates are based on standard 12-week periods.  Most venues have preferred a 24 week 
duration.  If booked in advance, the second 12 weeks earns a 20% discount.  Prices are US 
Dollars:

3000 - 3500 ft2 $69,000  3501 - 4500 ft2 $86,000  4501 - 5000 ft2 $103,000
 
5501 - 6500 ft2 $124,000  6501 - 7500 ft2 $145,000 7501 - 8500 ft2 $162,000

8501 - 9500 ft2 $179,000 9501 + ft2 $197,000
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Facility & Agreement Requirements:

 Ceiling Height:    Minimum 10’ (3 meters), Recommended 14’ (4.25 meters)

 Square Footage:  Suggested minimum exhibition space - 3,000 sq. ft. (230 m2)
     Suggested maximum exhibition space - 12,000 sq. ft. (1115 m2)

 Engagement Length:   Minimum charge rated for 12-weeks, extension negotiable   
     dependent upon exhibit availability.

 Reservations:  Bookings are first-come, first-served.  20% deposit plus signed   
     agreement are required to secure reserved dates.  Balance due  
     before shipping to your facility.

 Shipping:   Facilities in the US responsible for inbound freight and insurance  
     charges due before installation.  International facilities are also  
     responsible for outbound freight and insurance plus    
     international installation charges to cover travel for technical   
     crew.  Multiple facilities in a region may work together to   
     mitigate some of these shipping related expenses.

 Set-up/Strike:  The facility is responsible for all equipment needed for inbound  
     unloading, installation, deinstallation, and outbound loading.    
     This includes fork lift, scissor/man-lift, pallet jack, extension   
     cables, spot lights, or any site-specific clamps or tools.

 Personnel:   The facility should provide 2-4 staff (dependent upon exhibit   
     size) capable of intense physical labor, including heavy lifting, to  
     assist with inbound unloading, installation, deinstallation and   
     outbound loading.

Adult & Baby Dolichorhynchops suspended 
from the ceiling in the Miami Seaquarium

The giant sea turtle, Protostega, suspended from the 
ceiling in the LA County Museum
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3D Mounted Specimens:

We will work with you to design the exhibit that best fits your space and depicts the richest 
story possible to your guests.    Most of the available mounted specimens are able to be set on 
floor stands or suspended from above to help achieve the most immersive and aesthetic 
installation possible in your facility.  Note that these images are not to scale so please refer to 
the dimensions provided.
 

Elasmosaurus platyurus
Discovery locality: Kansas

Length: 12.8 m (42’)

This is the famous “Cope Elasmosaur” which started the fossil wars of the 1870’s when E.D. 
Cope published the skeleton with the head on the wrong end and O.C. Marsh publicly 

embarrassed him.  These enormous, long-necked marine predators probably specialized in 
ambushing prey from below. With eyes facing more upward than forward, Elasmosaurus 

seems best adapted to scanning for silhouettes of fish passing above and striking into 
schools using its neck which was more than twice the length of the rest of its body.  

Dolichorynchops bonneri
adult & juvenile
Discovery location: Wyoming / South Dakota border
Length: adult- 457 cm (15’) 
                  juvenile- 81 cm (2’ 8”)

Fast and agile, this short-necked plesiosaur was wider than long. The Dolichorynchops’ conical, 
interlocking teeth were perfect for capturing fish.  The adult is cast from a virtually complete skeleton. 
The baby was sculpted using the adult as a guide and adjusting for expected allometry.  

Clidastes liodontus
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: adult- 335 cm (11’)

Probably a shallow diver, Clidastes was the smallest of the three primary mosasaur 
genera of the Niobrara Chalk. It possessed a proportionately longer torso and shorter tail 

than either Platecarpus or Tylosaurus. Our specimen has one of the finest skulls in 
existence and the full sternal cartilage plates and straps have been restored.
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New 
Specimen!
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Platecarpus planifrons
Discovery locality: Kansas

Length: 550 cm (18’)

This is the most abundant reptilian predator found in the 
Cretaceous sediments of the Western Interior Seaway.  Platecarpus 

was probably not a picky eater and it had a variety of potential prey 
and scavengable carcasses available.  

Toxochelys latiremis
(Juvenile)
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 25 cm (10”)

Toxochelys latiremis is the most common species of fossil 
turtle known from the Niobrara Chalk.  This tiny sea turtle 
was recovered from the lower Niobrara and represents one 
of the most complete specimens ever found in these 
sediments.

Protostega gigas
Discovery locality: Texas

Flipper-span: 472 cm (15’ 6”)

First discovered in Kansas in the Niobrara Chalk and named by E.D. 
Cope, Protostega had a somewhat reduced shell for streamlining and 

weight reduction.  This replica is cast from a specimen which was found 
near Dallas, Texas and is the largest Protostega in the world.  

Archelon ischyros
Discovery locality: South Dakota
Flipper-span: 518 cm (17’) 

This replica is cast from the largest known specimen 
of Archelon, and has a 17-foot flipper-span, making 
it the largest known sea turtle to have ever existed.
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Nyctosaurus gracilis
Discovery location: Kansas

Wingspan: 2.3 m (7’ 7”)

Found exclusively in the late 
Cretaceous deposits of the Western 

Interior Seaway of North America, 
Nyctosaurus was a relatively small 

piscivorous pterosaur and a rare 
find.
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Megacephalosaurus eulerti

Discovery location: Kansas
Skull Length: 170 cm (5’ 7”)

Megacephalosaurus was a brachauchenine 
pliosaurid plesiosaur recently redescribed from the 

early Late Cretaceous Carlile Shale (middle 
Turonian stage) of Russell County, Kansas.  Before 

the advent of mosasaurs, Megacephalosaurus 
would have been the marine reptile with the most 

gape to its maw in the Western Interior Seaway 
allowing it to tackle the largest prey it cared to.  

Tylosaurus proriger
Discovery locality: Kansas & Texas

Length: 1371 cm (45’) & 1280 cm (42’)

TPI is proud to offer two exquisite specimens of this 
enormous species.  Our largest mosasaur, the “Bunker” 

specimen from the Ni0brara Chalk of western Kansas is the 
largest complete tylosaur skeleton known.  Our slightly 

smaller but even more impressive “Sophie” specimen features 
one of the best preserved Tylosaurus skulls known and bears a 

number of traces left by sharks and other mosasaurs.
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“Bunker” specimen

“Sophie” skull

New 
Specimen!

Chelosphargis advena
Discovery locality: Kansas
Carapace Length: 16 cm (6”)

The smallest member of the Savage Ancient Seas cast, this 
specimen of Chelosphargis fits on a saucer and represents a rare, 
well-preserved juvenile. 
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Prionochelys mutatina
Discovery locality: Alabama

Length: 82 cm (2’ 8”)

Prionochelys was a spiky sea turtle that lived 
during the Late Cretaceous in Alabama around 

eighty million years ago.  With beautifully 
scalloped margins, this is one of the most 
visually appealing of all sea turtles of the 

Cretaceous.

Pachyrhizodus caninus
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 183 cm (6’)

Pachyrhizodus was a powerfully-built mid-level predator capable 
of rapid acceleration.  It is comparable to modern tarpons in size 
and physique.  Pachyrhizodus has a prominent lower jaw forming 
a large mouth for catching small fish capable of eluding slower 
and less tenacious predators.  

Ichthyodectes ctenodon
Discovery location: Kansas

Length: 183 cm (6’)

Nearly identical to Xiphactinus in body shape but less than half the 
length, the closely-related Ichthyodectes found itself as an occasional 

meal for the bigger contemporary predator.  Not quite as large as its 
enormous cousin, Ichthyodectes  was still a voracious predator and is 

aptly named as Ichthyodectes translates to “fish biter”.  

Xiphactinus audax
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 2 available: 380 cm (12’ 5”) & 520 cm (17’ 5”)

Xiphactinus is the largest known bony fish, and was a voracious predator of 
the Western Interior Seaway.  A number of specimens have been recovered 
with the intact remains of smaller fish preserved as stomach contents.   We 
also offer panel mounted Xiphactinus specimens with a reconstructed 
fish-within-a-fish as well as a panel with isolated Xiphactinus stomach 
contents.  A 3.8 meter life reconstruction is also available.
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New 
Specimen!
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Saurodon leanus
Discovery location: Kansas

Length: 246 cm (8’ 1”)

Saurodon has a very distinguished profile, unique from other fish of the Niobrara chalk 
provided by a long and pointed predentary bone, a possible adaptation for surface feeding.  

Enchodus petrosus
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 154 cm (5’ 1”)

Enchodus was a large predatory fish that appeared in the Late Cretaceous 
and transcended the End Cretaceous extinction to survive into the Eocene.  It 
had 2 inch long fangs in both upper and lower jaws to hold and slice its prey.

Ichthyornis dispar
Discovery locality: Kansas

Length: 20 cm (8”)

Ichthyornis was one of the first known toothed birds.  Ichthyornis probably lived 
much like a modern sea gull, feeding on small prey in tide pools or just offshore.

Hesperornis regalis
Discovery locality: Kansas
Length: 90 cm (3’)

Hesperornis was the first known toothed bird.  It was 
flightless and probably lived much like a penguin, 
diving after small fish.  Its arms were greatly reduced 
to vestigial elements of the wings of their ancestors.
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Cimolichthys nepaholica
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 154 cm (5’ 1”)

Cimolichthys would have resembled freshwater pikes, with narrow lower 
jaws, several series of teeth and bodies covered by large, heavy scutes.  
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Pteranodon longiceps
Discovery locality: Kansas
Wingspan : Female-335 cm (11’)
                        Male- 731 cm (24’)

TPI offers both male and female models of Pteranodon longiceps based 
on the most complete Pteranodon ever found.  CT scans of this 
incredible specimen were used to prototype the male which has been 
scaled to match the largest known Pteranodon with a 24-foot wingspan.  

Paleospheniscus sp.
Discovery locality: Patagonia

Length: 90 cm (3’)

Paleospheniscus is a more recent animal than most in the Savage 
Ancient Seas line-up.  It is a Patagonian penguin that lived around 5 

million years ago.  It makes an interesting comparative specimen 
for the very distantly related, but comparably adapted Hesperornis.  

Carcharocles megalodon
Discovery location: Florida

Width: 284 cm (9’ 4”) Height: 244 cm (8’)

Commonly referred to by its species name, “Megalodon” 
preyed the waters off of the East Coast of the US just a 

few million years ago and was the largest shark ever.   No 
trip to your exhibition will be complete without a family 

portrait with history’s most fearsome set of jaws.  
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Squalicorax falcatus
Discovery location: Kansas
Length: 183 cm (6’)

Sometimes referred to as the “Crow shark”, Squalicorax is thought to have 
been an active and abundant scavenger of the Late Cretaceous seas.  The vast 
majority of vertebrate skeletons recovered from the Niobrara Chalk contain at 
least some Squalicorax teeth shed by the scavenging shark.

Panel Mounted Specimens and Life Reconstructions:

The exhibit components in Savage Ancient Seas include the worlds most scientifically accurate life 
models reconstructed by skilled artisans in extraordinary detail.  Our panel mounted specimens 
represent high-fidelity reproductions of original fossils as preserved in situ with the matrix they 
have been embedded in for millions of years.  
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Clidastes liodontus
Length: 335 cm (11’)

Based on one of the most 
complete specimens and one of 
the finest skulls in existence, our 
life model of Clidastes has been 
detailed and hand-painted  to an 
absolutely life-like finish.

Pteranodon longiceps (Female)

Wingspan : 335 cm (11’)

Displaying the soft tissue of the wing membrane and the keratinized 
structure of the beak, our pteranodon life model really helps bring these 

unique organisms to life for your visitors.
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Placenticeras meeki
Width : 90 cm (3’)

Based on fossil remains for the hard tissue and modern 
analogs for the soft tissue, this ammonite life-model 

depicts these popular Mesozoic marine organisms 
fleshing-out this familiar fossil for your guests.  

Baculites grandis
Width : 90 cm (3’)

Also restored using modern analogs 
and fossil remains as reference, this 
large baculite model seemingly 
brings another variety of these 
interesting cephalopods to life.

Latimeria  chalumae
(Coelacanth)

Length: 120 cm (3’ 11”)

This reconstruction is a cast taken 
directly from a freshly-captured 

coelacanth. This is not only 
spectacular to view, but has 

important historical significance as 
the “living fossil” discovered by 

Hendrik Goosen and identified by 
Margorie Courtenay-Latimer in 1938.
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Educational Programming:

Savage Ancient Seas comes with educational and informative signs, labels and kiosks including a 
46” multimedia touch screen.  These interpretive graphics and interactive stations directly address 
formal education standards at the state and national levels including those outlined in the Common 
Core.  The complex story of the Western Interior Seaway unfolds through experiencing each exhibit 
component regardless of order, allowing guests to self-guide their learning and providing any 
docents or guides in your exhibition reference materials for leading guests through the exhibits. 

Touch specimens and graphics make the complexities 
of marine ecosystems in the Late Cretaceous a 

hands-on science lesson.

Context is explained for guests through clearly 
illustrated models, enriching their experience.

Durable, secure cases house labeled 
genuine fossil specimens clearly 

viewable to all guests.

Immersively stylized signs and stanchions do 
nothing to detract from visitor engagement.
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Supporting Your Mission:

The people behind Savage Ancient Seas have been in the museum business literally for decades.  We employ a 

full time staff of skilled scientists and artists engaged in the collection, preparation, restoration, molding, casting, 

mounting, remounting and installation of fossils.  We collaborate with institutions and researchers around the 

globe to be able to reproduce an unmatched selection of organisms.  Our personnel spend long seasons in the 

field to collect unique specimens.  If you have any questions, need a quote, or want to discuss your exhibition 

ideas, contact our company president, Mike Triebold.  He will be happy to elaborate on how we can make your 

facility one of the next successful stops on the Savage Ancient Seas world tour.

Since you are viewing this catalog, there is a good chance you are involved in one way or another with the 

preservation, study and/or educational applications of natural history resources.  We at Embedded Exhibitions 

and Triebold Paleontology, Inc., want to thank you for your service to the discipline, and for taking the time to 

peruse this catalog.  Please visit us online at EmbeddedExhibitions.com and TrieboldPaleontology.com or visit our 

museum, the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center at 201 S. Fairview Street, Woodland Park, Colorado, USA  

80863  and its website at RMDRC.com.
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Company President, Mike Triebold, takes a hands-on 
approach to guiding every level of service and 

production handled by Embedded Exhibitions, LLC, 
and its parent company, Triebold Paleontology, Inc.

Our headquarters: the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur 
Resource Center in Woodland Park, CO.

Xiphactinus 3D skeleton and life model mounted in 
our own museum gallery in Colorado.

One of our ADA compliant multimedia 
touchscreen modules being 

field-tested by guests in our museum.
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Testimonials:

Every venue Savage Ancient Seas travels to enjoys a successful exhibition.  Patrons and 
institutional members attending the exhibit leave perpetually glowing comments, as do 
institution officials about traffic and their experience working with us.  Here are a few excerpts 
from testimonial letters shared with us by satisfied clients:
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Savage Ancient Seas featured a large number of beautifully mounted casts...  
The 8,000 square foot exhibit was a blockbuster, featuring specimens rarely 
seen in museums.

- Steve Cumbaa, Research Scientist, Canadian Museum of Nature

The exhibit was assisted by several of your technicians who were very helpful 
and patient in the installation and dismantle process.  Both crews were easy 
to work with, and adapted easily to our building specifications and worked 
beyond the call to ensure it was done in a timely manner.  The exhibit was 
well made, and more importantly, well crated...  Thank you again to Michael 
Triebold for this great exhibit and for speaking so well with the media!  
Accolades to all your staff  that contributed to an exhibit well done!

- Kathleen M. Izon, Exhibits Director, Bishop Museum 

Savage Ancient Seas was the perfect venue to draw attention to our 
permanent exhibits...  And it did.  ...Triebold employees were very generous 
with their time in the quick responses to our questions prior to the opening 
date and they were very organized in providing material sent to us in 
preparation for the exhibit.  ...The on-site Triebold technical staff  worked 
hand-in-hand with Museum staff to efficiently construct these creatures.

- Carole Camillo, Registrar, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

Savage Ancient Seas proved to be a wonderful exhibition for the Delaware 
Museum of Natural History...  Through close consultation, Triebold 
Paleontology developed an excellent, interactive exhibition...  The specimens 
were of the highest quality...  Armatures were as invisible as possible.  
Postures were lifelike and impressive.  Overall, this was a very good-looking 
show...  DMNH visitors enjoyed the show tremendously and our visitation 
exceeded our expectations.  Visitors benefited from the attractive and 
educational signage and enjoyed the impressive collection of skeletons and 
other specimens.  The hands-on stations were extremely popular with our 
young visitors.  

- Stephen Reynolds, Marketing & Communcations Manager, Deleware Museum 
of Natural History
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I wanted to express my thanks on a job well done on Savage Ancient Seas.  
The exhibition was extremely popular with our patrons...  Visitor comments 
were highly complimentary, and a few even commented that it was “the best 
exhibit” they had seen at Fernbank Museum...  Supported by 
easy-to-understand and interesting graphics, Savage Ancient Seas works 
very well and was attractive to a wide audience...  The Triebold technical staff 
was helpful in planning the exhibition and also a pleasure to work with during 
the setup...  We would welcome the opportunity to work with your 
organization again.  

- William Bevel, Exhibits Manager, Fernbank Museum of Natural History

The technicians and support personnel you provided for both installation and 
deinstallation were knowledgeable and professional.  I especially appreciated 
working with you and your willingness to make the necessary adjustments in 
our schedule because of weather and other logistics challenges.  I can highly 
recommend the Savage Ancient Seas exhibition and Embedded Exhibitions, 
LLC as a great partnership for other institutions to consider hosting.   

- Nick Gailey, Program Director, Museum of Idaho

The exhibit is well thought out, has excellent graphics and compelling visuals.  
It compliments our collections quite nicely, providing a historical and cultural 
balance to our permanent exhibits.  

- Stephen M. Coan, Executive Vice President, Mystic Aquarium

I would highly recommend Savage Ancient Seas for consideration as a 
temporary exhibition.  The exhibit itself has been highly successful in Las 
Vegas, with the museum experiencing high attendance during its run.  The 
exhibit is highly educational, interactive, and well received by the general 
public.  In my 15 years experience working with traveling exhibit companies, 
Savage Ancient Seas was installed with the most ease.  This was due to the 
professional staff from Embedded Exhibitions that were on hand to assist 
with the installation.  They were skilled, friendly to work with, and even 
assisted with publicity.    

- Marilyn Gillespie, Executive Director, Las Vegas Natural History Museum

This exhibit was not only informative but visually exciting.  Children of all 
ages were amazed by the giant skeletons.  [Embedded Exhibitions personnel] 
were great to work with, very efficient in getting the exhibition shipped, 
installed and de-installed, and worked seemingly tirelessly.   

- Priscilla Hauger, Director of Exhibitions, The Mariners’ Museum
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The Mariners’ Museum
Reading Public Museum

Chicago Navy Pier Dinofest
Science Center of Connecticut 

Camden Park | Museum of Idaho
Dallas Museum of Natural History

 Delaware Natural History Museum
Providence Natural History Museum

LA County Museum of Natural History
Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute 
Jacksonville Museum of Science and History

Montshire Museum of Science | Miami Seaquarium
Science City @ Union Station | Fernbank Museum

Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Las Vegas Museum of Natural History
Berkshire Museum | Bishop Museum
Mystic Aquarium | Burpee Museum

Maritime Aquarium @ Norwalk
South Florida Science Museum

Science Museum of Virginia
Harbor History Museum

JOIN THE LIST OF SUCCESSFUL STOPS ON 
THE SAVAGE ANCIENT SEAS TOUR

Embedded Exhibitions LLC, 201 S. Fairview St., Woodland Park, CO  80863
Traveling Exhibits: EmbeddedExhibitions.com | Our Museum: RMDRC.com | President: Mike Triebold 

Mike@TrieboldPaleontology.com desk# 719-686-1820 ext. 108  mobile# 719-660-5504

Take a video tour on 
our YouTube channel

Short 2.5 min. video:

Long 11 min. video:
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